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Rite Track system goes live to improve the Family Services division 

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF) Department started using a new system/

software called Rite Track, replacing an outdated 

system on May 9th, 2016.  The employees were happy 

to note that it was a faster system and had quick re-

sponse. Another improvement over the old system 

was the single window operation rather than having 

multiple windows open. The recent upgrade allows 

employees to access client information and also de-

termine eligibility quickly. Village Case Managers 

will also receive the software needed to use the sys-

tem and be able to use it to determine eligibility at 

their respective village locations.  

After the initial implementation of the TANF De-

partment system, other departments (Social Services, Education Employment & Training, Vocational Rehabilitation and ICWA) 

will be upgrading and using the system also. We look forward to the improvements into the new Rite Track system and the benefits 

it will bring with efficiency and ease of use for the employees and clients. 

Sign up for the NEW AVCP Mailing List by emailing newsletter@avcp.org 

ICWA Training presented by ICWA Founding Advocate Jack Trope 

AVCP ICWA department 

hosted a training on ICWA 

Guidelines at the Yupiit Pici-

ryarait Cultural Center on 

April 26 & 27 and was pre-

sented by an ICWA found-

ing member. Jack F. Trope is 

a Senior Director in Indian 

Child Welfare Programs at 

Casey Family Programs where he works on national legal and policy initiatives to promote compliance with the Indian Child 

Welfare Act and improve child welfare outcomes for children and families in state and tribal systems.  Prior to joining Casey, he 

served as Executive Director of the Association on American Indian Affairs (AAIA) for more than 13 years and as Director of the 

Western Area Office in Albuquerque for the Save the Children Federation.  Before joining Save the Children, Mr. Trope held a 

number of legal positions, including having been a partner with the law firm of Sant’Angelo & Trope for 8 years, a senior staff attor-

ney with AAIA for 6 years and an Assistant Counsel to two New Jersey governors in the 1980s.  He has worked on Indian child 

welfare matters since 1985. Participants include ICWA workers, Guardian ad Litems, OCS staff, AAGs, Public Defenders, Alaska 

Legal Services, and AVCP ICWA advocates, who came together to learn about the new ICWA guidelines and proposed ICWA 

regulations.   

Walter Connick, Dennis Panruk and John McIntyre of TANF using Rite Tracks 



 

As

Tribal Justice department hosts Tribal Courts Roles & Responsibilities Training 

Tribal Court Ethics, Roles and 
Responsibilities training was held 
on May 3-5, 2016 and was hosted 
by the Tribal Justice Department. 
The training was at the Yupiit Pici-
ryarait Cultural Center and pre-
sented by trainers Monique Vondall
-Rieke (AVCP Tribal Justice Di-
rector), Michael Petosky (First 
Chief Judge of the Pokagon Band), 
and Matthew L.M. Fletcher 
(Professor of Law at the Michigan 

State University College of Law and 
Director of the Indigenous Law and Policy Center). The training covered a lot of topics regarding Tribal Courts including Ethics, 
basic court procedure for civil and criminal law, duties and responsibilities of judges, clerks and court administrators, as well as P.L. 
280 issues. 

Akiak Native Community and AVCP working together to recycle, reuse and reduce waste 

Akiak Native Community received a grant 

from the EPA to recycle, reuse and reduce 

waste. A laborer under the IGAP (Indian 

General Assistance Program) collects cans 

weekly in the Akiak community and recy-

cles them with IGAP funds which also pay 

for the cost of recycling hazardous waste. 

Akiak has a can crusher that they use for 

backhauling cans set up in the Tribal hall. 

Alpar charges $10.00 per box of bags and 

Akiak Native Community has an under-

standing with both NAC and ALPAR to 

transport the cans at no cost. AVCP re-

ceived both cans and lead-acid batteries 

from Akiak and transported them with help 

from the IGAP Laborers to their place of 

transport (NAC and NAPA respectively). Akiak Native Community’s IGAP Coordinator Lena Bessie Foss is in charge of the col-

lections and transport of recyclables from the community. 

Monique Vondall‐Rieke presenƟng during the training 

MaƩhew L.M. Fletcher presenƟng during the training 

Nathan Williams, Nelson Jackson, and Dexter Demantle  and Ben Balivet (AVCP NEPA Coordinator) 
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